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Always a challenging, refreshing, inspiring time of reconnecting with sisters from other places!  Plus an oppor-
tunity to make new friends and expand your horizons! 
  
The speakers at this year's Women's Retreat, Mary Sue Moss and April Swartz, were well chosen.  Their ap-
proaches to the Christian walk were quite different, which I really appreciated.  I identified with one speaker's 
line of thinking, while some of my friends were touched by the other speaker.  It often happens that the two 
speakers complement each other in this manner, and this year was no exception.  Since we have had different 
past experiences, and with our personality differences making us see things so differently, it is important to 
have a variety of teachers. 
  
Mary Sue Moss spoke on prayer and fasting.  What a tremendous power we have at our fingertips!!!  Mary Sue 
inspired me and many other women to make it a habit to deny ourselves, with the goal of intensifying our fo-
cus on God, and strengthening the bond we share with Him.  As sisters in the church, we do not speak and 
teach our opinions in public settings.  But we have the same access to our Heavenly Father, and "Behold, the 
LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear" Isaiah 59:1.  Mary 
Sue encouraged us, "Even in disappointments; remain faithful."  Also, "Nothing touches us that has not been 
filtered through the hand of God."  Jesus predicted that the children of the Bridegroom would fast.  Let's show 
our commitment and dedication by a concentrated effort to sincere prayer and fasting, for our parents and sib-
lings, our church congregations, our youth serving on mission fields, those who bear the responsibilities for 
our church and missions, lost souls...there are limitless situations that require God's involvement. 
  
April Swartz spoke on the courage of Queen Esther.  She challenged us to find our specific "for such a time as 
this".  What painful situations are we in that God wants to redeem for us?  She painted a beautiful picture of 
the parallel experience we can have to Esther's.  We are distraught, devastated, reeling from emotional 
pain.  But if we stick by the Master's side, He will unerringly guide us through.  We will look back and appre-
ciate the refining He has done, the priceless treasure He has been shaping us into. 
  
There was also a special session, led by Melissa Brock, specifically for the single young ladies.  We have is-
sues, don't we, girls?  And since they are often the same issues, a session directed to us is invaluable!  Melissa 
did a great job of covering a lot of territory, Hollywood's impact, physical appearance, inward characteristics, 
submission, sharing with parents, winding up with the head covering.  Sister Melissa's approach to the doctrine 
of the head covering is refreshing.  To be taught by someone who has embraced that teaching from a convic-
tion received directly from God is amazing.  We can all be renewed in our commitment to have our heads cov-
ered, for the tremendous power and protection it gives us.  We must not be embarrassed to be noticed as sanc-
tified daughters of God's!  What a tremendous honor it is.   But our spirits must be humbled and submissive, or 
it is a terribly hypocritical and conflicting statement we present to the world. 
  
In between these thought-provoking sessions, and subsequent small-group discussions, we SOCIAIZED!  Vol-
leyball, a tea party, skits, marvelous meals, even a manicure...the ladies of second district created a lovely at-
mosphere of relaxation and Christian fellowship, sister-style. :-)  
  
I would encourage the ladies who attended this past Women's Retreat to keep practicing the new behaviors you 
committed to after that weekend.  And those who were unable to attend, I hope you were able to catch a 
glimpse of something appealing from this discourse.  And perhaps next year we will see you at Lake James! 
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On August 7,8,& 9th of this year,  a small idea that had been brought to life in February had become a reality. The youth at Hart 
wanted to have a weekend of fellowship and spiritual enhancement with the other youth in our district.  

So the planning began. We had to decide when and where it would be, along with estimating how many people we could host com-
fortably, and also think of those who may not relish the thought of  camping so much.  Our goal was to make it a weekend that eve-
ryone would enjoy.  So with many thoughts and much discussion, we finally came up with a game plan.  

As time moved on, the summer got busier with those traveling and doing field work, etc.  Before we knew it the time had arrived for 
our Retreat weekend! We were all excited for it to arrive, and eagerly awaited everyone’s arrival on Friday afternoon.  

After everyone arrived and got their sleeping gear all set up, we were ready for supper.  Shortly after supper was over,  we were 
cleaning up and it started to rain…and rain, and rain some more! We didn’t have a plan for rain in our weekend, so with some quick 
thinking between us, we decided to go to a nearby gym to play volleyball and games. It was a great evening of fun, just a little differ-
ent than we had originally planned. But God knows best, so we left it in His hands! 

Saturday morning dawned rainy and dreary. We had plans to go to The Big Point Sable Light House in Ludington, but with the 
drenching that we received, we had to re-plan that activity. So, we soon decided to go to another gym , play some more volleyball,  
and wait to see what the weather was going to do. After a few games, Brother Jeremiah brought us some spiritual encouragement and 
food for thought.  Soon after he was finished someone looked out side and behold the sun was shining!  Thank You Lord!!  

We were all excited for that, and after some phone calls, we loaded up and went to Silver Lake. Some went to the Mac Woods Dune 
Ride, and the rest went to The Little Point Sable Lighthouse.  We spent a few hours there, and then we all met at the Lighthouse for 
some group pictures and relaxing.  All too soon our afternoon had flown by…it was tome to head back again and see what our chefs 
had cooking for us!  Brother Loren and Sister Cheryl Reed were our cooks, and we had a yummy supper awaiting us soon after our 
arrival.  We were all so thankful to see the sun, and we enjoyed it while we could. We squeezed in a few more games of volleyball, 
and then we started the process of spreading out to the closest homes so everyone could take showers. They were greatly refreshing 
after the weekend for sure!   

Once everyone got back to camp, we had a time of reflecting on God’s Word, and sharing. Then the rain came AGAIN! It REALLY 
poured this time, and we were getting cold and wet… but the ones sleeping in tents still decided that they wanted to stay in their 
tents…Silly people I was thinking, But hey, each to their own!  As it turned out, a few drenched folks made their way into the empty 
cabin in the wee hours of the morning because their tent had a river running through it! (Sorry Guys!) 

Sunday morning arrived cloudy and still overcast. The day didn’t look too promising, but we hurried through breakfast and headed 
off to Church. As the morning went by, the sky got brighter and brighter, and sure enough, the SUN was shining! It was a wonderful 
thing to see, and we were thankful it was no longer raining.  We soon arrived back at camp, ate lunch, and then played more games.  

All too soon our wonderful weekend had flown by! People needed to get heading home, so goodbyes were soon said and our visitors 
were on their way.  Our home group was sad to see it all come to an end, but we had a lot of good times and great memories made!  

A big Thank you to all of you who came and helped to make our 1st Annual 2nd District Youth Retreat possible!  May you be blessed 
as you serve Him wherever you are!   
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