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Always a challenging, refreshing, inspiring timere€onnecting with sisters from other places! Rlu®ppor-
tunity to make new friends and expand your horizons

The speakers at this year's Women's Retreat, MagyMoss and April Swartz, were well chosen. Thew
proaches to the Christian walk were quite differaritich | really appreciated. | identified with@speaker's
line of thinking, while some of my friends were ted by the other speaker. It often happens lieatiio
speakers complement each other in this mannertheglear was no exception. Since we have hadreifit
past experiences, and with our personality diffeesmrmaking us see things so differently, it is ingat to
have a variety of teachers.

Mary Sue Moss spoke on prayer and fasting. Wiia@raendous power we have at our fingertips!!! Maoe
inspired me and many other women to make it a halaleny ourselves, with the goal of intensifying &o-
cus on God, and strengthening the bond we shaheHim. As sisters in the church, we do not speak a
teach our opinions in public settings. But we hthgesame access to our Heavenly Father, and "Bgethal
LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot sagiher his ear heavy, that it cannot hear" Iséi&i. Mary
Sue encouraged us, "Even in disappointments; refagiriul.” Also, "Nothing touches us that has been
filtered through the hand of God." Jesus predithed the children of the Bridegroom would faset's show
our commitment and dedication by a concentratenttetid sincere prayer and fasting, for our paranis sib-
lings, our church congregations, our youth senangnission fields, those who bear the respongislitor
our church and missions, lost souls...there argléiss situations that require God's involvement.

April Swartz spoke on the courage of Queen EstBére challenged us to find our specific "for su¢hme as
this". What painful situations are we in that Guats to redeem for us? She painted a beautiftung of
the parallel experience we can have to Esther's.ak¥ distraught, devastated, reeling from emaotiona
pain. But if we stick by the Master's side, Hel witerringly guide us through. We will look badkdaappre-
ciate the refining He has done, the priceless tirealde has been shaping us into.

There was also a special session, led by MelissakBspecifically for the single young ladies. Wave is-
sues, don't we, girls? And since they are oftersdime issues, a session directed to us is inlalubelissa
did a great job of covering a lot of territory, Hatood's impact, physical appearance, inward charistics,
submission, sharing with parents, winding up wité head covering. Sister Melissa's approach tdabg&ine
of the head covering is refreshing. To be taugtddmeone who has embraced that teaching from\aazon
tion received directly from God is amazing. We a#lrbe renewed in our commitment to have our heags
ered, for the tremendous power and protectionvegus. We must not be embarrassed to be noticsana-
tified daughters of God's! What a tremendous hdarnier But our spirits must be humbled and sigsivie, or
it is a terribly hypocritical and conflicting statent we present to the world.

In between these thought-provoking sessions, absesuent small-group discussions, we SOCIAIZEDI- Vo
leyball, a tea party, skits, marvelous meals, evamnicure...the ladies of second district creatkxely at-
mosphere of relaxation and Christian fellowshiptesistyle. :-)

| would encourage the ladies who attended this \Mashen's Retreat to keep practicing the new behayiou
committed to after that weekend. And those whoewerable to attend, | hope you were able to catch a
glimpse of something appealing from this discour&ad perhaps next year we will see you at Lakeexdm
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On August 7,8,& 9 of this year, a small idea that had been brotmflife in February had become a reality. The yaatthart
wanted to have a weekend of fellowship and spirgn@iancement with the other youth in our district.

So the planning began. We had to decide when aredestiwould be, along with estimating how manygleave could host com-
fortably, and also think of those who may not irelise thought of camping so much. Our goal wasaée it a weekend that eve-
ryone would enjoy. So with many thoughts and mdiskussion, we finally came up with a game plan.

As time moved on, the summer got busier with theeeeling and doing field work, etc. Before we kni¢ the time had arrived for
our Retreat weekend! We were all excited for iatdve, and eagerly awaited everyone’s arrival addy afternoon.

After everyone arrived and got their sleeping gabset up, we were ready for supper. Shortlyraftpper was over, we were
cleaning up and it started to rain...and rain, aid same more! We didn't have a plan for rain in agrekend, so with some quick
thinking between us, we decided to go to a neaytoy @ play volleyball and games. It was a greanewg of fun, just a little differ-
ent than we had originally planned. But God knowsthso we left it in His hands!

Saturday morning dawned rainy and dreary. We hadspio go to The Big Point Sable Light House inihgtbn, but with the
drenching that we received, we had to re-plandbtvity. So, we soon decided to go to another gyay some more volleyball,
and wait to see what the weather was going to @ter & few games, Brother Jeremiah brought us sspingual encouragement and
food for thought. Soon after he was finished somedooked out side and behold the sun was shinirfgink You Lord!!

We were all excited for that, and after some pheaiks, we loaded up and went to Silver Lake. Soraatwo the Mac Woods Dune
Ride, and the rest went to The Little Point Sabghthouse. We spent a few hours there, and theallweet at the Lighthouse for
some group pictures and relaxing. All too soonafternoon had flown by...it was tome to head backiragnd see what our chefs
had cooking for us! Brother Loren and Sister ChBged were our cooks, and we had a yummy suppaiting/us soon after our
arrival. We were all so thankful to see the sumil &we enjoyed it while we could. We squeezed ievarinore games of volleyball,
and then we started the process of spreading dhéetolosest homes so everyone could take sholweey. were greatly refreshing
after the weekend for sure!

Once everyone got back to camp, we had a timeflettang on God’s Word, and sharing. Then the @me AGAIN! It REALLY
poured this time, and we were getting cold and wbut.the ones sleeping in tents still decided tivay wanted to stay in their
tents...Silly people | was thinking, But hey, eachteir own! As it turned out, a few drenched fotkade their way into the empty
cabin in the wee hours of the morning because thaeirhad a river running through it! (Sorry Guys!)

Sunday morning arrived cloudy and still overcaste Hay didn't look too promising, but we hurriedaiigh breakfast and headed
off to Church. As the morning went by, the sky gaghter and brighter, and sure enough, the SUNshasng! It was a wonderful
thing to see, and we were thankful it was no longaring. We soon arrived back at camp, ate luaol, then played more games.

All too soon our wonderful weekend had flown bybpke needed to get heading home, so goodbyes wenesaid and our visitors
were on their way. Our home group was sad totsgedome to an end, but we had a lot of good simed great memories made!

A big Thank you to all of you who came and helpednake our ¥ Annual 29 District Youth Retreat possible! May you be beghs
as you serve Him wherever you are!
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